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In this presentation

Piracy – a universal crime

Current areas of risk & concern

Role of the IMB & its Piracy Reporting Centre

Way forward?

among the heaviest regulated industry
legally challenging & complex environment
important link in a supply chain
also used by majority of organised crime…..  
drugs, people smuggling, gun running, wildlife and forestry, IUU, charcoal, 
illegal dumping, terrorism, piracy & armed robbery….

Maritime domain…..
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World Shipping Facts

2014 – number of seafarers – 1.19 million
2014 – number of ships – 87,926 (MV only)
2014 – vessel dwt – 1.69 billion tons
2013 – total world trade of goods worth 18.5 trillion USD
2011 – cargo loaded / discharged – 17.4 billion mt
2010 – risk of a piracy attack on a crew – 0.06% 

Source: 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) http://www.unctadstat.unctad.org
International Chamber of Shipping: http://www.ics-shipping.org

90% of world trade carried by shipping

Economic CommercialHuman

A crime that affects all

Definitions
Piracy defined under UNCLOS article101 as

a) Any illegal acts of violence or 
detention, or any act of depredation, 
committed for private ends by the 
crew or the passengers of a private 
ship or a private aircraft, and 
directed:-

i) On the high seas, against another ship 
or aircraft, or against persons or 
property on board such ship or aircraft

ii) Against a ship, aircraft, persons or 
property in a place outside the 
jurisdiction of any State

b) Any act of voluntary participation in 
the operation of a ship or of an aircraft 
with knowledge of facts making it a 
pirate ship or aircraft.

c) Any act of inciting or of intentionally 
facilitating an act describes in 
subparagraph (a) or (b)         

Armed Robbery defined under IMO 
resolution A.1025 (26) 

a) Any illegal act of violence or 
detention or any act of depredation , 
or theft thereof, other than an act of 
piracy, committed for private ends 
and directed against a ship or against 
persons or property onboard such a 
ship, within a states internal waters, 
archipelagic waters and territorial sea;

b) Any act of inciting or of intentionally 
facilitating an act described above.
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Total number of attacks since 2003
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Faces of Piracy
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South East Asia 

2015 – SE Asia mainly armed robberies 

Mainly ARAS, but piracy increasing
143 incidents: Total
118 boarded : Mainly low level thefts
13 hijack: Small oil tankers / cgo tkn
Last tkr hijacked on 08 Aug 2015.

Hijacking of pdt tankers – SE Asia

2015:
13 vsl hijacked / 187 crew hostage / 2 injuries 
Majority small coastal tkrs (dwt  < 5000)
Nav & comms damaged in most cases

2014:
16 vsl hijacked / 205 crew hostage / 4 injuries
Majority small coastal tkrs (dwt  < 5000)
Nav & comms damaged in most cases
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Hijacking of pdt tankers – Orkim Harmony

Orkim Harmony: Hijacked 11 June 
2015. 

Crew: 22. 
Cgo: 5900mt gasoil. 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore 
authorities notified. 
Vsl located on 17 June off 
Cambodia 
MMEA shadowing vsl. 
Eight pirates arrested by Vietnam 
after they left vessel.

SE Asia - hijacking of pdt tankers 
June 2015:

Orkim Harmony pirate crew capture 

Sentencing of Sun Birdie pirate crew – 10 years and 
one stroke of Rotan 

Since June 2015 no hijacking reported……..

……… until – MT Joaquim
08.08.2015: 2000 LT: Around 13.4nm ENE of Pulau
Rupat, Malacca Straits
Product tanker attacked and hijacked
Owner reported loosing contact
Authorities conduct search 
09.08.2015 tanker located off Tanjung Kling 
Oil cargo stolen and escaped
All communication equipment disabled 
Two crew members injured, later evacuated
Reports indicate the pirates were caught by MMEA
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Waters of Somalia –
continued cause of concern

Rise of Somali piracy 

2007
31 / 12

2008
111 / 42

2009
215 / 47

2010
219 / 49
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Somalia
Reasons for change

International efforts

Naval deterrence     BMP            PCASP          Governance

Fracturing of pirate business model
Capability, capacity & intent still present

Currently reduced opportunity

Decrease of Somali piracy 

2011
237 / 28

2012
75 / 14

2013
15 / 2

2014
10 / ?

2015
0 / 0

Success: Transfer MOUs, Investigation Support, Judicial Support, Prison 
Capacity Transfer.
Concerns: Maintain funding for prisons, illegal fishing, capacity building
internally/regionally, other maritime crime

Current Hostage Stats (Somalia)

26 (29) crew being held. Negotiations??

What about the families?

Somali numbers Total
Ships attacked 913
Ships hijacked 194
Hostages 3643
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Nigeria & Gulf of Guinea 
- area of high risk

2011
53 / 10

2012
62 / 10

2013
51 / 7

2014
41 / 5

GoG trends

2015 – Gulf of Guinea

Mix f Piracy and ARAS 
21 incidents / 2 hijacked / 1 killed  / 7 kidnapped   
Underreporting / associated violence

Tkr hijack / Cgo stolen / 
Crew mistreated / 8 
pirates arrested

FV – 1 killed.
20 jump O/B. 
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Lagos – secure anchorage
Since May 2013 the Secure Anchorage Area (SAA) off Lagos, Nigeria has reported a 100%  success rate 
against piracy. It is approved by all Nigerian Government agencies, including the Nigerian Navy, Nigerian Port 
Authority and Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency. 

Recent incident

At time of incident vessel was 
in the Secure anchorage area

Role of the IMB
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Immediate Broadcast to all MRCC, Coast 
Guards & Naval Units in the area for assistance

Broadcast to all ships in the Ocean region. Follow up 
reports from Master , ship owner

24hr manned 
IMB Piracy Reporting Centre

Incident on Ship
Anywhere in world

Incident reports sent to IMO and posted on ICC-IMB website / 
twitter

Compilation of reports increases awareness of high risk areas and risk 
associated with those areas

Global Overview

Total Attacks 194 / 15 hijackings / 262 hostages / 1 killed

Crime of piracy different – needs unique solutions

Reporting detached from response – good governance

Ease of reporting for ship masters (hub & spoke)

Encouraging response from law enforcement / govt

Universal classification / definitions of reported incidents

Lessons learnt – Information shared is knowledge gained

Way forward…… 
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Thank you

Cyrus Mody
Assistant Director
International Maritime Bureau
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7423 6960
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7160 5249
Email: cmody@icc-ccs.org

Piracy Reporting Centre
24 hr. manned
Tel: +603 2078 5763
Tel: +603 2031 0014
Email: piracy@icc-ccs.org
Email: imbkl@icc-ccs.org


